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Summary:

At its September meeting, the Southport Area Committee requested a report to update 
on the replacement of playground equipment with particular reference to Ovington Drive 
Playground, Kew, Southport.

Members will be aware that the Council manages a large portfolio of children’s 
playgrounds and it was announced in August that the Cabinet Member had agreed to  
decommission this playground site on health and safety grounds. This report seeks to 
inform Area Committee of how this decision arose, what actions have been taken since 
that time and to highlight on-going work to explore the potential for a new scheme to 
replace the older current site. 

Recommendation

That the Area Committee notes the report.



Reasons for the Recommendation:

As requested by the Area Committee

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

Not Applicable

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

Ongoing maintenance costs will be contained within existing parks budgets

(B) Capital Costs

£30k capital funding has been vired from existing parks budgets, and as the report sets 
out, a further contribution has been suggested by the adjacent school, and local parents 
which is still being explored.

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services:

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 



Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD4947/17) has been consulted and has no 
comment and Head of Regulation and Compliance (LD4232/17) has been consulted and 
has no comments on the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Initial discussions that have taken place are outlined in the report.
 
Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Area Committee meeting.

Contact Officer: Mark Shaw
Telephone Number: 0151 934 2393
Email Address: mark.shaw@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1. Introduction/Background

1.1 Background
 

1.2 At its September meeting, the Southport Area Committee requested a report to 
update on the replacement of playground equipment with particular reference to 
Ovington Drive Playground, Kew, Southport.

1.3 Members will be aware that the Council manages a large portfolio of children’s 
playgrounds and it was announced in August that the Cabinet Member had 
agreed to the decommission this playground site on health and safety grounds. 
This report seeks to inform Area Committee of how this decision arose, what 
actions have been taken since that time and to highlight on-going work to explore 
the potential for a new scheme to replace the older current site. 

1.4 In order to provide a reasonable level of care and maintenance the Councils 
existing practice is to:

 Commission an annual independent safety inspection by a qualified safety 
inspector, this requirement is detailed in the safety standards that accompany 
playground equipment.

 Undertake operational inspections by Council staff who are qualified to 
undertake these inspections.

 Undertake minor repairs and works as required and to do this, owing to limited 
resources, we prioritise what works we will undertake each year at site. 

Seek capital funds for major works if they are required, for example in the 
event of a scheme requiring major refurbishment or replacement this has for 
some years been met by capital from external funds.

2.0 The existing condition of the playground site

2.1 The playground at Ovington Drive, Southport is over 30 years old and, whilst the 
Council has endeavoured to sustain it with regular inspection and maintenance, 
the site has seen continuing deterioration.

2.2 The current condition of the site is as follows:

i. The swings are corroded. We are unable to determine if the corrosion is 
also internal to the tubes so the frame might be at potential risk of collapse.  

ii. The multi-unit was a cause for concern with many noted faults. The 
climbing frame, agility bars and slide on it is showing signs of deterioration 
and rusting.

iii. The site did have other equipment as these items had already been 
removed previously owing to them becoming hazardous. Therefore, the 
overall play value of this site is diminished. 



iv. The equipment on site is no longer manufactured so the Council cannot 
buy spare parts and the manufacture of them by the suppler is cost 
prohibitive. The equipment has already, in effect, exceeded the lifespan 
expected of it. 

v. The rubber tiled surfacing on site is sinking. The rubber surfacing is over 25 
years old and a typical rubber surface has a lifespan of 15 years if 
maintained and kept in good condition.

vi. The last annual safety inspection for this site determined it was in a 
worsening condition on the year’s previous reports. 

2.3 As a consequence officers felt they must immediately recommend closure of this 
playground scheme. In the event of an accident such reports and the details of the 
current condition of the site are relevant and disclosable in the event of a claim of 
liability against the Council. 

2.4 In response to notice of the current scheme requiring removal it attracted 
considerable public attention. 

3.0 Current developments

3.1 Since it was notified that the playground should close, considerations have been 
given to exploring options for retaining a playground at Ovington Drive, Southport.

Budget

3.2 There is no capital budget for funding playgrounds or major refurbishments. 
 
3.3 As a result of community reaction to the closure and representations made to the 

Leader and Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing, £30k of funding has been 
identified from within the existing parks budget to contribute towards the 
replacement of a playground. 

3.4 Meetings have taken place with representatives from the adjacent school, and 
interested parents, and it has been suggested that the school can offer £5k 
towards the replacement scheme, and parents are undertaking fundraising 
activities.

3.5 As such, a budget of circa £40k has been identified towards the placement of play 
facilities at this site. 

3.6 Through discussion with Ward Councillors, it has been suggested that natural 
style play elements be explored and potentially the manufacture of some elements 
in house by the councils ‘Natural Alternatives’ workshop. It is hoped that these 
efforts will prove cost effective and expand the scope of the scheme that the 
budget can accommodate.

 
Initial discussions and Consultation



3.6 Initial discussions have now taken place with Kew Ward Councillors, the 
headteacher of the adjacent school and representatives of interested parents and 
other parties. These have outlined early ideas and the process which can now be 
progressed to replace a play facility on site. 

3.7 It is planned that local children will be involved in design workshops to agree the 
outline design of the replacement facility. There will then be a period of wider 
public consultation before the tender process is commenced. Ward members will 
be informed and consulted throughout.

3.8 This process will consider a range of issues such as accessibility, delivering a 
good play value for children and sourcing materials that will be sustainable and 
deliver a quality scheme with a life expectancy of circa 25 years.

4.0 Timescale

4.1 It is anticipated that the programme for delivery will be broadly as follows:
- initial consultation with local children - Dec/ Jan 17/18
- consultation with the wider community - Jan 18
- scheme approval process - Feb/ Mar 18
- detailed design and procurement process - Mar/ Apr 18
- scheme construction on site - Apr/ May 18
- scheme completion, independent testing 
and opening - Early Summer 2018


